
Children in the Holocaust

1Tomislava Delić



I Wanted To Fly Like 
a Butterfly

A  book by Naomi Morgenstern

containing the child’s memories of

the Holocaust
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Why this book?

I have chosen to present this book to my elementary-
school students because it describes a complex topic in
an educational and to children undestandable way.

A child, Hannah Herskowitz, is telling her story of what
her life was like before the War, how she managed to 
surrvive the Holocaust, find her identity again and
continue with her life in Israel.
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BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT THE LESSON

• Unit/Topic: Children in the Holocaust – I Wanted to Fly Like a Buttefly

• Teacher: Tomislava Delić

• Class: 8.c (17 students)

• Working language: English

• Objectives: To make students aware of the artocities that happened to Jewish people
(focusing on children) in the Holocaust and to present them this complex topic from another
perspective, though the eyes of a child – witness

• Students will engage in: independent activities, pairing, cooperative learning, visuals, 

presentiation of their work

• Correlation with other subjects: History
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INTRODUCTORY PART

Brainstorming

• The teacher writes the word 
Holocaust

on the whiteboard

• Students come to the board
and write down what they
associate with the word
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MAIN PART

Guessing the main
character of
the story
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Introducing the person, a child, who is going to retell us 
her story

• The teacher puts the title of the
book on the board, then the photo 
of Hannah Herskowitz as a child

• The teacher reads a few basic
information about Hannah
(under the photo)

• Her story is one among many, but 
still individual and unique
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“What is the symbolic meaning of the title  
I Wanted To Fly Like a Butterfly?” –

the teacher asks

• Some students’ answers:

“She wanted to be free.”

“She wanted her life to be colourful

just like a butterfly is.”

“She wanted to experience new     

things and be happy in life.”
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Chapters of the book …

• The teacher prepares eight chapters of
the book and a set of questions for 
each chapter:

• Childhood before the War

• Nazi occupation/ The Yellow Star

• Jews Move to Ghetto

• Schools Closed to Jews

• Deportation of Jews

• Hiding in Warsaw/Hiding in a Closet

• Warsaw Ghetto Uprising

• End of the War and Life after the War
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… and questions to think about
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Students are divided into pairs, each
pair one chapter

Reading the text and discussing questions
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….organizing the ideas that they are going to 

present to the class
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Each pair presents their chapter

After the presentation, 
discussion about each chapter
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Chapter by chapter – the whole story
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CLOSURE
Students write on a piece of paper what they have learnet in the class
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Students’ messages
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Resources

• Morgenstern, N. (2011), I Wanted to Fly Like a Butterfly, Yad Vashem

• http://www.yadvashem.org/yv/en/exhibitions/albums/honig.asp

• http://www.yadvashem.org/yv/en/education/books/hana_suitcase.asp

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8NIxqHJrL68
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